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137. 16-May Daily Reading (Prophets and Writings).

Judges 20.

1__ . Israel's War with the Benjamites..

Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was assembled as one man,
from Dan even to Beersheba, with the land of Gilead, to YHWH at Mizpah.

2 The chiefs of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the
assembly of the people of ELOHIM, four hundred thousand footmen who drew sword.
3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel had gone up to
Mizpah.) The children of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this wickedness happen?”

4 The Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered, “I came into
Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge.

5 The men of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house by night. They thought
to have slain me, and they forced my concubine, and she is dead.

6 I took my concubine, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the country of
the inheritance of Israel; for they have committed lewdness and folly in Israel.

7 Behold, you children of Israel, all of you, give here your advice and counsel.”

8 All the people arose as one man, saying, “None of us will go to his tent, neither will any
of us turn to his house.

9 But now this is the thing which we will do to Gibeah: we will go up against it by lot;

10 and we will take ten men of one hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, and one
hundred of one thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to get food for the people,
that they may do, when they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the folly that
they have worked in Israel.”

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as one man.

12 The tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What
wickedness is this that is happen among you?

13 Now therefore deliver up the men, the base fellows, who are in Gibeah, that we may
put them to death, and put away evil from Israel.” But Benjamin would not listen to the
voice of their brothers the children of Israel.

14 The children of Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities to Gibeah, to
go out to battle against the children of Israel.

15 The children of Benjamin were numbered on that day out of the cities twenty-six
thousand men who drew the sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who were
numbered seven hundred chosen men.

16 Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men left-handed; everyone
could sling stones at a hair-breadth, and not miss.

17 The men of Israel, besides Benjamin, were numbered four hundred thousand men
who drew sword: all these were men of war.

18 The children of Israel arose, and went up to Bethel, and asked counsel of ELOHIM;
and they said, “Who shall go up for us first to battle against the children of Benjamin?”
YHWH said, “Judah first.”

19 The children of Israel rose up in the morning, and encamped against Gibeah.

20 The men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of Israel set the
battle in array against them at Gibeah.

21 The children of Benjamin came forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the
ground of the Israelites on that day twenty-two thousand men.

22 The people, the men of Israel, encouraged themselves, and set the battle again in
array in the place where they set themselves in array the first day.

23 The children of Israel went up and wept before YHWH until evening; and they asked
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of YHWH, saying, “Shall I again draw near to battle against the children of Benjamin my
brother?” YHWH said, “Go up against him.”

24 The children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the second day.

25 Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down
to the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the
sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came to Bethel, and
wept, and sat there before YHWH, and fasted that day until evening; and they offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings before YHWH!

27 The children of Israel asked of YHWH (for the ark of the covenant of ELOHIM was
there in those days,

28 and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days),
saying, “Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or
shall I cease?” YHWH said, “Go up; for tomorrow I will deliver him into your hand.”

29 Israel set ambushes all around Gibeah.

30 The children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and
set themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times.

31 The children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from the
city; and they began to strike and kill of the people, as at other times, in the highways, of
which one goes up to Bethel, and the other to Gibeah, in the field, about thirty men of
Israel.

32 The children of Benjamin said, “They are struck down before us, as at the first.” But
the children of Israel said, “Let us flee, and draw them away from the city to the
highways.”

33 All the men of Israel rose up out of their place, and set themselves in array at Baal
Tamar: and the ambushers of Israel broke forth out of their place, even out of Maareh
Geba.

34 There came over against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and the
battle was severe; but they didn’t know that evil was close on them.

35 YHWH struck Benjamin before Israel; and the children of Israel destroyed of
Benjamin that day twenty-five thousand one hundred men: all these drew the sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they were struck; for the men of Israel gave
place to Benjamin, because they trusted the ambushers whom they had set against
Gibeah.

37 The ambushers hurried, and rushed on Gibeah; and the ambushers drew themselves
along, and struck all the city with the edge of the sword.

38 Now the appointed sign between the men of Israel and the ambushers was that they
should make a great cloud of smoke rise up out of the city.

39 The men of Israel turned in the battle, and Benjamin began to strike and kill of the
men of Israel about thirty persons; for they said, “Surely they are struck down before us,
as in the first battle.”

40 But when the cloud began to arise up out of the city in a pillar of smoke, the
Benjamites looked behind them; and behold, the whole of the city went up in smoke to
the sky.

41 The men of Israel turned, and the men of Benjamin were dismayed; for they saw that
evil had come on them.

42 Therefore they turned their backs before the men of Israel to the way of the
wilderness; but the battle followed hard after them; and those who came out of the cities
destroyed them in its midst.

43 They surrounded the Benjamites, chased them, and trod them down at their resting
place, as far as over against Gibeah toward the sunrise.
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44 There fell of Benjamin eighteen thousand men; all these were men of valor.

45 They turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon: and they gleaned
of them in the highways five thousand men, and followed hard after them to Gidom, and
struck of them two thousand men.

46 So that all who fell that day of Benjamin were twenty-five thousand men who drew
the sword; all these were men of valor.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon,
and stayed in the rock of Rimmon four months.

48 The men of Israel turned again on the children of Benjamin, and struck them with the
edge of the sword, both the entire city, and the livestock, and all that they found:
moreover all the cities which they found they set on fire.

Psalms 45.

1__ . To the Chief Musician. Set to The Lilies. A Contemplation of the sons
of Korah. A Song of Love.. .

For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.” A contemplation by the sons of Korah. A
wedding song. My heart overflows with a noble theme. I recite my verses for the king.
My tongue is like the pen of a skillful writer.

2 You are the most excellent of the sons of men. Grace has anointed your lips, therefore
ELOHIM has blessed you forever.

3 Strap your sword on your thigh, mighty one: your splendor and your majesty.

4 In your majesty ride on victoriously on behalf of truth, humility, and righteousness.
Let your right hand display awesome deeds.

5 Your arrows are sharp. The nations fall under you, with arrows in the heart of the
king’s enemies.

6 Your throne, ELOHIM, is forever and ever. A scepter of equity is the scepter of your
kingdom.

7 You have loved righteousness, and hated wickedness. Therefore ELOHIM, your
ELOHIM, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows.

8 All your garments smell like myrrh, aloes, and cassia. Out of ivory palaces stringed
instruments have made you glad.

9 Kings’ daughters are among your honorable women. At your right hand the queen
stands in gold of Ophir.

10 Listen, daughter, consider, and turn your ear. Forget your own people, and also your
father’s house.

11 So the king will desire your beauty, honor him, for he is your master.

12 The daughter of Tyre comes with a gift. The rich among the people entreat your favor.
13 The princess inside is all glorious. Her clothing is interwoven with gold.

14 She shall be led to the king in embroidered work. The virgins, her companions who
follow her, shall be brought to you.

15 With gladness and rejoicing they shall be led. They shall enter into the king’s palace.
16 Your sons will take the place of your fathers. You shall make them princes in all the
earth.

17 I will make your name to be remembered in all generations. Therefore the peoples
shall give you thanks forever and ever.

Proverbs 2.
1 ___.The Value of Wisdom. . _
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My son, if you will receive my words, and store up my commandments within you;

2 So as to turn your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;

3 Yes, if you call out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding;

4 If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures:

5 then you will understand the fear of YHWH, and find the knowledge of ELOHIM!

6 For YHWH gives wisdom. Out of his mouth comes knowledge and understanding.

7 He lays up sound wisdom for the upright. He is a shield to those who walk in integrity;
8 that he may guard the paths of justice, and preserve the way of his holy ones.

9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice, equity and every good path.

10 For wisdom will enter into your heart. Knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.

11 Discretion will watch over you. Understanding will keep you,

12 to deliver you from the way of evil, from the men who speak perverse things;

13 who forsake the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;

14 who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the perverseness of evil;

15 who are crooked in their ways, and wayward in their paths:

16 To deliver you from the strange woman, even from the foreigner who flatters with her
words;

17 who forsakes the friend of her youth, and forgets the covenant of her ELOHIM:

18 for her house leads down to death, her paths to the dead.

19 None who go to her return again, neither do they attain to the paths of life:

20 that you may walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.

21 For the upright will dwell in the land. The perfect will remain in it.

22 But the wicked will be cut off from the land. The treacherous will be rooted out of it.

'l End of the Daily Reading from the PROPHETS AND WRITINGS! Praise Yah! (HNV-yet
version, in the public domain.)



