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167. 15-June Daily Reading (Prophets and Writings).

2 Samuel 4.
1 . Ishbosheth Is Murdered. .

When Saul’s son heard that Abner was dead in Hebron, his hands became feeble, and all
the Israelites were troubled.

2 Saul’s son had two men who were captains of bands: the name of the one was Baanah,
and the name of the other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the children of
Benjamin (for Beeroth also is reckoned to Benjamin:

3 and the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and have lived as foreigners there until this day).

4 Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame of his feet. He was five years old
when the news came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel; and his nurse took him up, and
fled: and it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. His name
was Mephibosheth.

5 The sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about the
heat of the day to the house of Ishbosheth, as he took his rest at noon.

6 They came there into the midst of the house, as though they would have fetched wheat;
and they struck him in the body: and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.

7 Now when they came into the house, as he lay on his bed in his bedroom, they struck
him, and killed him, and beheaded him, and took his head, and went by the way of the
Arabah all night.

8 They brought the head of Ishbosheth to David to Hebron, and said to the king,
“Behold, the head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life!
YHWH has avenged my master the king this day of Saul, and of his seed.”

9 David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
and said to them, “As YHWH lives, who has redeemed my soul out of all adversity,

10 when someone told me, ‘Behold, Saul is dead,” thinking to have brought good news, I
took hold of him, and killed him in Ziklag, which was the reward I gave him for his news.
11 How much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person in his own house on
his bed, shall I not now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the
earth?”

12 David commanded his young men, and they killed them, and cut off their hands and
their feet, and hanged them up beside the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of
Ishbosheth, and buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron.

2 Samuel 5.
1 . David Reigns over All Israel. .

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, “Behold, we are
your bone and your flesh.

2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel.
YHWH said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince
over Israel.”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant
with them in Hebron before YHWH; and they anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.
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6 . The Conquest of Jerusalem. .

The king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land, who spoke to David, saying, “Unless you take away the blind and the lame, you
shall not come in here;” thinking, “David can’t come in here.”

7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion; the same is the city of David.

8 David said on that day, “Whoever strikes the Jebusites, let him get up to the
watercourse, and strike the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul.”
Therefore they say, “The blind and the lame can’t come into the house.”

9 David lived in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. David built around from
Millo and inward.

10 David grew greater and greater; for YHWH, the ELOHIM of Hosts, was with him.
11 Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and
masons; and they built David a house.

12 David perceived that YHWH had established him king over Israel, and that he had
exalted his kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.

13 David took him more concubines and wives out of Jerusalem, after he had come from
Hebron; and there were yet sons and daughters born to David.

14 These are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, and
Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon,

15 and Ibhar, and Elishua, and Nepheg, and Japhia,

16 and Elishama, and Eliada, and Eliphelet.

17 . The Philistines Defeated. .

When the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the
Philistines went up to seek David; and David heard of it, and went down to the
stronghold.

18 Now the Philistines had come and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim.

19 David inquired of YHWH, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will you
deliver them into my hand?” YHWH said to David, “Go up; for I will certainly deliver the
Philistines into your hand.”

20 David came to Baal Perazim, and David struck them there; and he said, “YHWH has
broken my enemies before me, like the breach of waters.” Therefore he called the name
of that place Baal Perazim.

21 They left their images there; and David and his men took them away.

22 The Philistines came up yet again, and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim.
23 When David inquired of YHWH, he said, “You shall not go up. Circle around behind
them, and attack them over against the mulberry trees.

24 It shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees,
that then you shall stir yourself up; for then YHWH has gone out before you to strike the
army of the Philistines.”

25 David did so, as YHWH commanded him, and struck the Philistines from Geba until
you come to Gezer.

Daniel 2:24-49.

24 . Daniel Explains the Dream. .

Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise
men of Babylon; he went and said thus to him: Don’t destroy the wise men of Babylon;
bring me in before the king, and I will show to the king the interpretation.

2.
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25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus to him, I have
found a man of the children of the captivity of Judah, who will make known to the king
the interpretation.

26 The king answered Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Are you able to make
known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?

27 Daniel answered before the king, and said, The secret which the king has demanded
can neither wise men, enchanters, magicians, nor soothsayers, show to the king;

28 but there is an ELOHIM in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has made known to the
king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of
your head on your bed, are these:

29 as for you, O king, your thoughts came into your mind on your bed, what should
happen hereafter; and he who reveals secrets has made known to you what shall happen.
30 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than
any living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and
that you may know the thoughts of your heart.

31 You, O king, saw, and behold, a great image. This image, which was mighty, and
whose brightness was excellent, stood before you; and its aspect was awesome.

32 As for this image, its head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly
and its thighs of brass,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron, and part of clay.

34 You saw until a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet
that were of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken in pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried
them away, so that no place was found for them: and the stone that struck the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

36 This is the dream; and we will tell its interpretation before the king.

37 You, O king, are king of kings, to whom the ELOHIM of heaven has given the
kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the glory;

38 and wherever the children of men dwell, the animals of the field and the birds of the
sky has he given into your hand, and has made you to rule over them all: you are the
head of gold.

39 After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to you; and another third kingdom of
brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

40 The fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, because iron breaks in pieces and
subdues all things; and as iron that crushes all these, shall it break in pieces and crush.
41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, it shall be a
divided kingdom; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, because you saw the
iron mixed with miry clay.

42 As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be
partly strong, and partly broken.

43 Whereas you saw the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the
seed of men; but they shall not cling to one another, even as iron does not mingle with
clay.

44 In the days of those kings shall the ELOHIM of heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to another people; but it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.

45 Because you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it
broke in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great ELOHIM
has made known to the king what shall happen hereafter: and the dream is certain, and
its interpretation sure.
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46 . Daniel and His Friends Promoted. .

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, and worshiped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and sweet odors to him.

47 The king answered to Daniel, and said, Of a truth your ELOHIM is the ELOHIM of
gods, and ADONALI of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you have been able to reveal
this secret.

48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him many great gifts, and made him to
rule over the whole province of Babylon, and to be chief governor over all the wise men
of Babylon.

49 Daniel requested of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel was in the gate of the king.

Psalms 136.

1 . Thanksgiving to ELOHIM for His Enduring Mercy. .

Give thanks to YHWH, for he is good; for his loving kindness endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the ELOHIM of gods; for his loving kindness endures forever.
3 Give thanks to the Master of masters; for his loving kindness endures forever:
4 To him who alone does great wonders; for his loving kindness endures forever:
5 To him who by understanding made the heavens; for his loving kindness endures
forever:
6 To him who spread out the earth above the waters; for his loving kindness endures
forever:
7 To him who made the great lights; for his loving kindness endures forever:
8 The sun to rule by day; for his loving kindness endures forever;
9 The moon and stars to rule by night; for his loving kindness endures forever:
10 To him who struck down the Egyptian firstborn; for his loving kindness endures
forever;
11 And brought out Israel from among them; for his loving kindness endures forever;
12 With a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm; for his loving kindness endures
forever:
13 To him who divided the Sea of Suf apart; for his loving kindness endures forever;
14 And made Israel to pass through its midst; for his loving kindness endures forever;
15 But overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Sea of Suf; for his loving kindness
endures forever:
16 To him who led his people through the wilderness; for his loving kindness endures
forever:
17 To him who struck great kings; for his loving kindness endures forever;
18 And killed mighty kings; for his loving kindness endures forever:
19 Sihon king of the Amorites; for his loving kindness endures forever;
20 Og king of Bashan; for his loving kindness endures forever;
21 And gave their land as an inheritance; for his loving kindness endures forever;
22 Even a heritage to Israel his servant; for his loving kindness endures forever:
23 Who remembered us in our low estate; for his loving kindness endures forever;
24 And has delivered us from our adversaries; for his loving kindness endures forever:
25 Who gives food to every creature; for his loving kindness endures forever.
26 Oh give thanks to the EL of heaven; for his loving kindness endures forever.

Proverbs 1.

4.
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1 . The Beginning of Knowledge. . Proverbs!

The proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel:

2 to know wisdom and instruction; to discern the words of understanding;

3 to receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity;

4 to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young man:

5 that the wise man may hear, and increase in learning; that the man of understanding
may attain to sound counsel:

6 to understand a proverb, and parables, the words and riddles of the wise.

7 The fear of YHWH is the beginning of knowledge; but the foolish despise wisdom and
instruction.

8 . Shun Evil Counsel. .

My son, listen to your father’s instruction, and don’t forsake your mother’s teaching:

9 for they will be a garland to grace your head, and chains around your neck.

10 My son, if sinners entice you, don’t consent.

11 If they say, “Come with us, Let’s lay in wait for blood; let’s lurk secretly for the
innocent without cause;

12 let’s swallow them up alive like Sheol, and whole, like those who go down into the pit.
13 We'll find all valuable wealth. We'll fill our houses with spoil.

14 You shall cast your lot among us. We'll all have one purse.”

15 My son, don’t walk in the way with them. Keep your foot from their path,

16 for their feet run to evil. They hurry to shed blood.

17 For in vain is the net spread in the sight of any bird:

18 but these lay wait for their own blood. They lurk secretly for their own lives.

19 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain. It takes away the life of its owners.

20 . The Call of Wisdom. .

Wisdom calls aloud in the street. She utters her voice in the public squares.

21 She calls at the head of noisy places. At the entrance of the city gates, she utters her
words:

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? How long will mockers delight
themselves in mockery, and fools hate knowledge?

23 Turn at my reproof. Behold, I will pour out my spirit on you. I will make known my
words to you.

24 Because I have called, and you have refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no
one has paid attention;

25 but you have ignored all my counsel, and wanted none of my reproof;

26 I also will laugh at your disaster. I will mock when calamity overtakes you;

27 when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when your disaster comes on like a
whirlwind; when distress and anguish come on you.

28 Then will they call on me, but I will not answer. They will seek me diligently, but they
will not find me;

29 because they hated knowledge, and didn’t choose the fear of YHWH!

30 They wanted none of my counsel. They despised all my reproof.

31 Therefore they will eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own
schemes.

32 For the backsliding of the simple will kill them. The careless ease of fools will destroy
them.

33 But whoever listens to me will dwell securely, and will be at ease, without fear of
harm.”
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'l End of The Daily Reading from the PROPHETS AND WRITINGS! Praise Yah! (HNV-yet
version, in the public domain.)



