04-Dec Daily Reading (Prophets and Writings).

Ezekiel 4, 5, Psalms 150, Proverbs 18.

Day 339. 4-December Daily Reading (Prophets and Writings).

Ezekiel 4.
1 . The Siege of Jerusalem Portrayed. .

You also, son of man, take a tile, and lay it before yourself, and portray on it a city, even
Jerusalem:

2 and lay siege against it, and build forts against it, and cast up a mound against it; set
camps also against it, and plant battering rams against it all around.

3 Take for yourself an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between you and the city: and
set your face toward it, and it shall be besieged, and you shall lay siege against it. This
shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 Moreover lie on your left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel on it;
according to the number of the days that you shall lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity.
5 For I have appointed the years of their iniquity to be to you a number of days, even
three hundred ninety days: so you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6 Again, when you have accomplished these, you shall lie on your right side, and shall
bear the iniquity of the house of Judah: forty days, each day for a year, have I appointed
it to you.

7 You shall set your face toward the siege of Jerusalem, with your arm uncovered; and
you shall prophesy against it.

8 Behold, I lay bands on you, and you shall not turn you from one side to the other, until
you have accomplished the days of your siege.

9 Take for yourself also wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentils, and millet, and spelt,
and put them in one vessel, and make bread of it; according to the number of the days
that you shall lie on your side, even three hundred ninety days, you shall eat of it.

10 Your food which you shall eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to
time you shall eat it.

11 You shall drink water by measure, the sixth part of a hin: from time to time you shall
drink.

12 You shall eat it as barley cakes, and you shall bake it in their sight with dung that
comes out of man.

13 YHWH said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their bread unclean, among the
nations where I will drive them.

14 Then I said, Ah ADONAI YHWH! behold, my soul has not been polluted; for from my
youth up even until now have I not eaten of that which dies of itself, or is torn of animals;
neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth.

15 Then he said to me, Behold, I have given you cow’s dung for man’s dung, and you shall
prepare your bread thereon.

16 Moreover he said to me, Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in
Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight, and with fearfulness; and they shall drink
water by measure, and in dismay:

17 that they may want bread and water, and be dismayed one with another, and pine
away in their iniquity.

Ezekiel 5.

1 . A Sword Against Jerusalem. .

You, son of man, take a sharp sword; You shall take it as a barber’s razor to you, and
shall cause it to pass on your head and on your beard: then take balances to weigh, and
divide the hair.
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2 A third part you shall burn in the fire in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege
are fulfilled; and you shall take a third part, and strike with the sword around it; and a
third part you shall scatter to the wind, and I will draw out a sword after them.

3 You shall take of it a few in number, and bind them in your skirts.

4 Of these again you shall take, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in
the fire; from it shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel.

5 Thus says ADONAI YHWH: This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the midst of the
nations, and countries are around her.

6 She has rebelled against my ordinances in doing wickedness more than the nations,
and against my statutes more than the countries that are around her; for they have
rejected my ordinances, and as for my statutes, they have not walked in them.

7 Therefore thus says ADONAI YHWH: Because you are turbulent more than the nations
that are around you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my
ordinances, neither have done after the ordinances of the nations that are around you;

8 therefore thus says ADONAI YHWH: Behold, I, even I, am against you; and I will
execute judgments in the midst of you in the sight of the nations.

9 I'will do in you that which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more the
like, because of all your abominations.

10 Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of you, and the sons shall eat their
fathers; and I will execute judgments on you; and the whole remnant of you will I scatter
to all the winds.

11 Therefore, as I live, says ADONAI YHWH, surely, because you have defiled my
sanctuary with all your detestable things, and with all your abominations, therefore will I
also diminish you; neither shall my eye spare, and I also will have no pity.

12 A third part of you shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be
consumed in the midst of you; and a third part shall fall by the sword around you; and a
third part I will scatter to all the winds, and will draw out a sword after them.

13 Thus shall my anger be accomplished, and I will cause my wrath toward them to rest,
and I shall be comforted; and they shall know that I, YHWH, have spoken in my zeal,
when I have accomplished my wrath on them.

14 Moreover I will make you a desolation and a reproach among the nations that are
around you, in the sight of all that pass by.

15 So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment, to the
nations that are around you, when I shall execute judgments on you in anger and in
wrath, and in wrathful rebukes; (I, YHWH, have spoken it;)

16 when I shall send on them the evil arrows of famine, that are for destruction, which I
will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine on you, and will break your staff
of bread;

17 and I will send on you famine and evil animals, and they shall bereave you; and
pestilence and blood shall pass through you; and I will bring the sword on you: I, YHWH,
have spoken it.

Psalms 150.
1 . Let All Things Praise YHWH. .

Praise YAH! Praise El in his sanctuary! Praise him in his heavens for his acts of power!
2 Praise him for his mighty acts! Praise him according to his excellent greatness!
3 Praise him with the sounding of the shofar! Praise him with harp and lyre!
4 Praise him with tambourine and dancing! Praise him with stringed instruments and
flute!
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5 Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise him with resounding cymbals!
6 Let everything that has breath praise YAH! Praise YAH!

Proverbs 18.

1 An unfriendly man pursues selfishness, and defies all sound judgment.

2 A fool has no delight in understanding, but only in revealing his own opinion.

3 When wickedness comes, contempt also comes, and with shame comes disgrace.

4 The words of a man’s mouth are like deep waters. The fountain of wisdom is like a
flowing brook.

5 To be partial to the faces of the wicked is not good, nor to deprive the innocent of
justice.

6 A fool’s lips come into strife, and his mouth invites beatings.

7 A fool’s mouth is his destruction, and his lips are a snare to his soul.

8 The words of a gossip are like dainty morsels: they go down into a person’s innermost
parts.

9 One who is slack in his work is brother to him who is a master of destruction.

10 The name of YHWH is a strong tower: the righteous run to him, and are safe.

11 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, like an unscalable wall in his own
imagination.

12 Before destruction the heart of man is proud, but before honor is humility.

13 He who gives answer before he hears, that is folly and shame to him.

14 A man’s spirit will sustain him in sickness, but a crushed spirit, who can bear?

15 The heart of the discerning gets knowledge. The ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
16 A man’s gift makes room for him, and brings him before great men.

17 He who pleads his cause first seems right; until another comes and questions him.
18 The lot settles disputes, and keeps strong ones apart.

19 A brother offended is more difficult than a fortified city; and disputes are like the bars
of a castle.

20 A man’s stomach is filled with the fruit of his mouth. With the harvest of his lips he is
satisfied.

21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue; those who love it will eat its fruit.

22 Whoever finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor of YHWH!

23 The poor plead for mercy, but the rich answer harshly.

24 A man of many companions may be ruined, but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.
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